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Dear Cox Mill High School, 
 
On behalf of Virginia Tech’s Office of Undergraduate Admissions, I wanted to share some updates about our application 
process for Freshmen entering in Fall 2021.  
 

• We’re excited to add Common App as an option for students! 
• Coalition remains an option to apply as well. We have no preference between Common App and Coalition. 
• We are test-optional for this cycle – incoming students will not have to submit SAT/ACT scores, but are welcome to 

do so. Test scores will not be used as part of the scholarship award criteria. 
• Once students complete their application, they must fill out the Self-Reported Academic Record (SRAR). Students 

should not complete the coursework sections on Common App or Coalition if they are only applying to Virginia Tech. 
• Our four short answer questions (“Ut Prosim Profile”) are still required. These responses are an important part of our 

holistic review and are evaluated by readers from the Virginia Tech community with no identifying student 
information. We will not be looking at the Common App or Coalition essays. 

• There are three application deadlines. We highly encourage students to apply by the Early Action deadline, as 
Regular Decision admission is on a space-available basis. 
 

Applying for Deadline Notification Deposit due Commitment 
Early Decision November 1 Mid-December January 15 Binding 
Early Action  December 1 Late February May 1 Non-binding 
Regular Decision January 15 Early March May 1 Non-binding 

 
• No letters of recommendation or resumes will be reviewed. To ensure that we get to know students outside the 

classroom, they will have the opportunity to share their extracurricular involvement, honors and distinctions, and 
special circumstances in their application.  

• Major matters in the decision process. Picking one major on the application is a required and important part of the 
admissions process at Virginia Tech. Because we don’t always know which majors will be the most competitive in 
advance of examining the entire applicant pool, students should apply to the major that interests them most. If students 
select General Engineering, they will also be asked which Engineering track is of most interest to them. 

• FAFSA is required for financial aid. The Free Application for Federal Student Aid must be submitted to receive 
institutional aid, including loans, grants, and scholarships. The Virginia Tech General Scholarship Application must 
also be submitted to be eligible for scholarships. The deadline to complete this is January 22, 2021.  
 

The university continues its commitment to broadening our recruitment and admissions to students and families who are 
representative of the national population, with a goal of enrolling 40% first-generation, underserved, or underrepresented 
students by 2022.  
 
I look forward to talking with your students about Virginia Tech on Friday, October 23, from 9:00 am. – 10:00 am 
 
I am glad to serve as a point of contact for any student who has additional questions about Virginia Tech.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Cris Thompson 
Cris75@vt.edu 


